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Message
Professor Kaye Chon, PhD, CHE

Dean | school of Hotel and Tourism Management
Walter Kwok Foundation Professor in international Hospitality Management
The Hong Kong Polytechnic University

Asia Pacific is the fastest growing area in the world for tourism. This growth is not only
in terms of quantity but also quality. This is apparent from the fact that the best airlines
and airports in the world, as well as many of the best hotels, are located in Asia. Although
Asia was a late starter in terms of tourism, it is now a global leader in terms of both quanti-
ty and quality. The centre of gravity of the world's tourism has started to move toward Asia.

In order to increase the level of tourism research across the whole of Asia, for example, it is necessary for research-
ers in Asia to share their research through publications in appropriate outlets such as journals and conference pro-
ceedings. It is commonly expected in the scientific communities that research is not completed until it is shared with
the communities.

Although we know that a variety of research into tourism is being carried out in Japan, this has not been shared
outside of the country. I believe that the level of international collaboration in Japan is still small. In order to make
Japanese tourism research more international, there needs to be an increase in international collaboration.
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